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HONORING S&S FOOD STORES 

HON. ANDER CRENSHAW 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 28, 2011 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, in 1961, 
Lester and Anne Scaff took a leap of faith and 
purchased a small market on US 41 in Lake 
City. At that time, the young couple had no 
idea that their lives and their business were 
about to grow into a lifetime of joy and com-
munity involvement. 

Over the years they purchased more stores 
which came with new challenges to learn and 
grow. With a strong belief in customer service, 
the Scaff’s growth continued through the 
1980s and beyond. They expanded into eight 
surrounding counties and were able to target 
their growth to become a leading employer in 
the region. That original small company now 
owns 44 convenience stores and 3 Scaff’s 
Markets. 

However, from their corporate office, Lester 
and Anne Scaff still engage in the daily oper-
ations using the same careful, guiding hands 
that crafted the small one-store operation that 
grew into the people oriented, customer friend-
ly business that exists today. They continue to 
be thankful for their customers over these 50 
plus years. 

S&S Food Stores and the Scaffs take pride 
in being good neighbors. Their commitment to 
serving their communities has been evident 
with the many fundraising activities and chari-
table contributions donated throughout the 
years. In fact, the S&S team members have 
collected close to a million dollars for the Chil-
dren’s Miracle Network/Shands Hospital. 

Congratulations to Lester and Anne Scaff 
and the employees of S&S Food Stores for 
their 50 years of service to the State and their 
community. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE BIRTH OF 
MR. LOU LARA 

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 28, 2011 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commemorate the birth of Mr. Lou Lara, a 
constituent of mine who, on this day, turns 
103 years old. Over the course of his life, Mr. 
Lara has given many reasons for his commu-
nity and indeed his country to be proud. Born 
in West Babylon, New York, Mr. Lara went on 
to serve his country in the National Guard. He 
got an education and went on to become an 
engineer where he went to work for the gov-
ernment. Despite his age, he continues to 
enjoy woodworking, and brings a smile and 
joy to all those around him at Twining Village 
in Holland Bucks County, where he lives in an 
independent living community. Mr. Lara’s life 
has served as the model by which many oth-

ers can use as an example of how to live a 
fulfilling life while at the same time giving serv-
ice to one’s country and community. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT E. MEEHAN 
ON HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 28, 2011 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues here in the House of Representatives 
to join me as I rise to pay tribute to Robert 
(Bob) Meehan as he retires from Horizon Blue 
Cross Blue Shield of New Jersey, Inc. It is my 
distinct pleasure to add my congratulations to 
that of his family, friends and colleagues as 
they celebrate in honor of a man who has 
been involved in every aspect of Horizon’s 
business markets for 20 years. For all the 
leadership he has shown and the contributions 
he has made over the years, Bob Meehan is 
a worthy recipient of the accolades he will re-
ceive on July 26, 2011. 

I consider it an honor to have served on the 
Board of Directors of the YMCA of Newark 
and Vicinity with Bob Meehan for a number of 
years. Not only has Bob been an asset to the 
Board with his business savvy and creativity 
but he also served in several leadership posi-
tions including Board President. Bob was in-
strumental in revitalizing key Y programs and 
steering the organization through a difficult fi-
nancial period. He has been a mentor to new 
Board members and I have been advised that 
Bob has also been a mentor to many Horizon 
employees including my New Jersey Chief of 
Staff. 

Bob and I have two other things in common; 
we both graduated from Seton Hall University 
and we both spent a number of years with 
Prudential Insurance Company. Prudential’s 
loss was definitely Horizon’s gain as Bob 
made his mark in a variety of marketing and 
customer service related areas. His efforts on 
behalf of the customers and employees of Ho-
rizon will long be remembered and Bob’s in-
credible style will be greatly missed by all 
those who had the pleasure of knowing him. 

Mr. Speaker, I know my fellow members of 
the House of Representatives agree that Bob 
Meehan has been an integral part of Horizon. 
Bob’s retirement is the culmination of a stellar 
career and we wish him well in this new and 
exciting phase of his life. 

f 

RECOGNIZING 95 YEARS OF SUC-
CESS BY THE NATIONAL PARK 
SERVICE 

HON. ADRIAN SMITH 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 28, 2011 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speaker, today 
I join Senator BEN NELSON and Senator MIKE 

JOHANNS of Nebraska in paying tribute to the 
National Park Service, which will be cele-
brating its 95th anniversary on August 25, 
2011. 

The National Park Service currently admin-
isters 394 units across 49 states and U.S. ter-
ritories, including five National Park Service 
units in our home State of Nebraska. These 
units consist of the Agate Fossil Beds National 
Monument, Homestead National Monument of 
America, Missouri National Recreational River, 
Niobrara National Scenic River, and Scotts 
Bluff National Monument. In addition, the Na-
tional Park Service administers five National 
Historic Trails, including the California, Or-
egon, Pony Express, Mormon, and Lewis and 
Clark. 

National Park areas generate $12 billion in 
tourism dollars to local economies, creating 
247,000 private-sector jobs. Within Nebraska, 
National Park Service units generate approxi-
mately $8.8 million in tourism dollars and cre-
ate approximately 170 private-sector jobs. And 
in western Nebraska, Agate Fossil Beds and 
Scotts Bluff Monuments, along with the Chim-
ney Rock National Historic Site, which is an 
Affiliated Area of the National Park Service, 
generate close to $3 million in tourism dollars 
and create 90 private-sector jobs. 

Nebraska has been supportive of the mis-
sion of the National Park Service even before 
the agency existed. In fact, in 1914, two years 
before the National Park Service was created, 
citizens in the Scottsbluff/Gering area sought 
to get a National Park or Monument estab-
lished. Prominent local champions included 
elected officials and newspaper editor, A.B. 
Wood. 

Scotts Bluff National Monument is named 
for a fur trapper by the name of Hiram Scott 
who was wounded and deserted by his com-
panions in 1828. He gained immortality by 
making his way to a magnificent formation of 
bluffs along the North Platte River before suc-
cumbing to his wounds. It was for Hiram Scott 
that Scotts Bluff National Monument, Scotts 
Bluff County, and the City of Scottsbluff have 
been named. 

Scotts Bluff National Monument, which rises 
4,649 feet above sea level, was an imposing 
landmark which guided wagon trains along the 
California, Oregon, Pony Express, and Mor-
mon Trails. Native Americans originally called 
this natural formation ma-a-pa-te, which trans-
lates into ‘‘hill that is hard to go around.’’ 

The Summit Road to the top of the Bluff 
was completed in 1937, allowing visitors to 
drive to experience the spectacular view of the 
valley 800 feet below. This road is the oldest 
existing concrete road in Nebraska and in-
cludes the only three automobile tunnels in 
our State. 

In the Scottsbluff/Gering area, numerous 
events to commemorate the 95th anniversary 
of the National Park Service have been sched-
uled for August 2011, beginning with a Kick- 
Off Ceremony at Scotts Bluff National Monu-
ment on August 12, 2011. Platte Valley Attrac-
tions, a coalition of visitor venues in and 
around the area, is hosting a variety of events 
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